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Keeping 
memories 
alive 


Family remembers the 
life and service of 
Ronald Cyr 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 





Korean War vet and Wilbraham 
resident Ronald Cyr (left) poses 
with his wife Alice during a 
birthday celebration. Ronald 

is among the 25 veterans 

to have died at the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home. His family and 
Wilbraham’s Director of Veteran 
Services Jered Sasen hope to 
keep the memory of his service 
alive. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Shock and sadness flooded 
the region as news broke that the 
novel coronavirus hit the Holy- 
oke Soldiers Home, claiming the 
lives of 25 veterans and infecting 
59 others. 

To date, officials report 18 
of the dead tested positive for 
COVID-19, three are negative, 
three are pending and one is un- 
known. There are 159 negative 
coronavirus tests among veterans 
residing at the facility, along with 
179 negative staff tests. 

While officials investigate 
and work to contain the virus 
there, one Wilbraham family is 
struggling for answers and in 
their grief, hoping to keep the 
memory of service alive, believ- 
ing their husband and father is 
the one unknown death. 

Ronald Cyr, of Wilbraham, 
passed at the Soldiers Home 
March 29. His widow, Alice, and 
daughter Missy Cyr, said Ron- 
ald was a resident at the Soldiers 
Home. An Alzheimer’s patient, 
Ronald had been receiving hos- 
pice care since November. 

“Everything we wanted for 
him was to pass peacefully,’ Mis- 
sy told The Times. “He wasn’t 
able to have his exit ceremony ... 
Everything is just on hold.” 

The Cyrs said at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, March 29 they received 
word Ronald was placed on oxy- 
gen and was receiving morphine, 
raising their concerns as he had 
not received oxygen treatment 


Please see CYR, page 8 
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District 
votes $49M 
budget 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM — 
School may look a lot 
different for students and 
families of the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Regional 
School District next year, 
as school officials will need 
to make staffing reductions 
in order to make up the 
shortfall in the fiscal 2021 
budget. 

The Hampden-Wilbra- 
ham Regional School Com- 
mittee, during its March 26 
meeting and budget hear- 
ing, taking place remotely 
using the video meeting 
software Zoom, voted 6-1 
to approve a $49,296,976 
budget, an increase of 1.76 
percent over fiscal 2020. 

Hampden’s assessment 
will decrease 0.54 percent 
to $8,078,598. Wilbra- 
ham’s assessment, as a re- 
sult of a nearly | percent 
population share increase, 
will jump 2.32 percent to 
$26,270,243. Following 
the School Committee 
meeting, the Wilbraham 
Finance Committee  vot- 


Please see BUDGET, page 7 


APRIL 9, 2020 


alaiaLisiloyuedsleneateloneal ole l-yalanesl-t-Mabig (-\' Aero) eel 


School March 30, gathering at Minnechaug Regional High School for 
a “Teacher’s Parade.” All of the district’s schools led parades through 
the towns to connect with their home-bound families. See more 
photos on pages 10 and11. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





Churches go screen to screen preserving 
faith during these uncertain times 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — From one 
computer screen to another, faith 
in Hampden is persevering. 

With churches shuttered by 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, local places of worship have 
turned to various online plat- 
forms to continue ministry. 

“T’ve been a pastor here for 
37 years; in any event, the reality 
is that this is totally unique,” said 
Rev. Brian MacLeod, the senior 
pastor at Bethlehem Church on 
Allen Street. “ve never seen 
anything like it in my lifetime as 
a pastor or as a human being. It’s 
a challenge.” 





ee 





The Federated Community Church, located on Main Street in 
Hampden, is utlizing tape-delayed services as well as the online 
meeting software Zoom to conduct worship and Bible study. TIMES 
FILE PHOTO 


ing. MacLeod explained how the 
congregation has been able to 
connect thus far. 

“We now offer four different 
[programs] during the week on 
Facebook Live; Sunday morn- 
ing, of course, and then Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. we come out with either 
bible study or worship music. All 
of that is addressing the spiritu- 
al needs and encouragement of 
people,” said MacLeod. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
on Somers Road is also adapt- 
ing to the uncertainty. The parish 
lacked an online presence when 


Please see CHURCHES, page 5 





Bethlehem Church, 123 Allen St., is broadcasting worship services 
on Facebook Live Sunday mornings and Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. TIMES FILE PHOTO 


parishioners close during a pe- 
riod of time that will long be 
remembered for social distanc- 


Bethlehem Church is relying 
on its online presence to keep 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS We would love to give 


you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Starting this week we will be hiding 
TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to tyler@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on S) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


‘ RICE FRUIT 


oo 5) A WE ARE OPEN! 


/ Every day at 6:00 am 
a : Enjoy takeout from our 
__> 757 Main Street a 

Wilbraham 


bakery or ice cream counter 
413-596-4002 


@ Like us on 


f= [t=] ofele) 34 





Counting Turtles 


Did you find Turley the Turtle in last week’s edi- 
tion of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times? Turley ap- 
peared 13 times. 

Here are the official submissions: 

Vivian Busker, Wilbraham: 13 

LaRae Dean, Wilbraham: 11 

Be sure to look hard in this week’s paper! Email 
your count along with your name and town of resi- 
dence by noon on Monday to tyler@turley.com. 


Hampden man 
recognized with gold pin 


The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife recently 
named this year’s gold pin winners for catching the 
largest fish in each species in 2019. 

Dan Anderson, of Hampden, earned the Catch and 
Keep gold pin for landing a 6-pound 1|1-ounce walleye 
in the Connecticut River in Chicopee. 

All anglers who meet the minimum weight require- 
ments and send MassWildlife the necessary support- 
ing documentation for each species receive a bronze 
pin. At the end of the year, those who caught the larg- 
est fish in each species receive a gold pin. 

For more information about the Sportfishing 
Awards program, visit www.mass.gov/masswildlife. 
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Selectmen mindful of budget impact to residents 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — As the _ world 
seems to have turned upside down 
for people, businesses and govern- 
ment in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Hampden Board of 
Selectmen is looking at ways to min- 
imize the impact of the fiscal 2021 
budget on the taxpayers. 

Selectman Mary Ellen Glov- 
er posed the question during the 
board’s March 30 meeting using the 
web-based video conferencing site 
Zoom. 

“Would we consider request- 
ing a zero budget increase for next 
year?” Glover asked, noting the re- 
quest would help put the town in line 
“with the sacrifices many people are 
facing.” 

“T would agree with that,’ Select- 
men Chairman Donald Davenport 
said. “So many people are going to 
be unemployed.” 

Interim Town Administrator Bob 
Markel said he felt such a scenario 
would be “doable,” working in con- 
junction with the town’s Advisory 
Committee. 

He noted Hampden would be see- 
ing areduction in its assessment from 


the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District of nearly $9,000 as 
a result of a population shift. For the 
next school year, according to budget 
presentations, the district anticipates 
losing 39 students — 20 residing in 
Hampden and 19 residing in Wilbra- 
ham. 

Markel said those savings, cou- 
pled with others that may be accom- 


“We ought to be sending 
the message that 
everyone is looking at the 
budget very carefully.” 


— Mary Ellen Glover, 
Hampden selectman 


plished in other departments, and by 
working with the Advisory Commit- 
tee, the town might be able to pres- 
ent a budget that wouldn’t increase 
taxes. 

“T think, as well as not increasing 
taxes, we ought to be sending the 
message that everyone is looking at 
the budget very carefully,’ Glover 


said. “Like the taxpayers, the town 
is working to ensure every penny 1s 
spent wisely.” 

Similarly, Selectman John D. 
Flynn said it would be good for the 
board to know how the coronavirus 
emergency has impacted the fiscal 
2020 budget. He took time to ap- 
plaud the town’s staff that have con- 
tinued to provide services and get 
work done, like the Highway Depart- 
ment and Hampden Senior Center. 

“Society hasn’t stopped,” he said. 
‘“We’re making more efforts to be 
safe for everyone.” 

Selectmen made no decisions 
regarding the budget, which is still 
being developed by selectmen and 
other elected boards, as well as indi- 
vidual department heads in conjunc- 
tion with Markel and the Advisory 
Committee. The Advisory Commit- 
tee will make a recommendation on 
the budget ahead of Annual Town 
Meeting. 

The town’s operating budget 
must be approved by voters assem- 
bled at Town Meeting. 

Annual Town Meeting is sched- 
uled for 7 p.m. Monday, June 15 at 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle School, 
85 Wilbraham Road. 


Court issues ruling regarding inmate release 


BOSTON -— The state’s Supreme 
Judicial Court issued its ruling on 
an emergency petition filed by the 
Committee for Public Counsel Ser- 
vices and the Massachusetts Associ- 
ation of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
which sought to immediately release 
thousands of inmates held on bail 
and those sentenced over concerns 
of COVID-19 in jails and prisons 
across the state. 

The April 3 decision, written by 
Justice Frank Gaziano, acknowl- 
edges the urgency of the threat on 
incarcerated populations but ac- 
cepts the arguments of some of the 
respondents, including District At- 
torneys Blodgett, Cruz, Early, Gull- 
uni, Morrissey, O’ Keefe and Quinn. 
The Court decided that with regard 
to sentenced inmates, the separation 
of powers limits its authority and, 
consequently, the decision maintains 
the executive branch’s authority over 
those individuals. 

Further, the Court decided that 
pre-trial detainees, particularly those 
with health or age factors that place 
them at higher risk, should be con- 
sidered for release on an individual 
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and expedited basis at hearings in 
the Trial Court. Pre-trial detainees 
who are outside of excluded cate- 
gories of serious and violent crimes 
will be ordered released unless it is 
established that release would result 
in an unreasonable danger or very 
high risk of flight. 

The Court expressed its view that 
the system should endeavor to re- 
duce numbers of detainees in light of 
COVID-19, but that should be done 
with consideration of public safety, 
victims’ rights, and the challenges 
inmates will face upon release. 

“We are very appreciative of to- 
day’s decision by the Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court. The Court’s decision 
contemplates the seriousness of this 
crisis for all involved, including vic- 
tims of crime, our communities, and 
the health of inmates across the com- 
monwealth,’ Hampden District At- 
torney Anthony Gulluni said. “This 
decision will allow us to continue 
thoughtful and careful individual re- 
views of detainees that has and will 
continue to reduce inmate popula- 
tions, without jeopardizing victims 
of crime or our citizens across the 
commonwealth.” 

District At- 
torneys Blodgett, 
Cruz, Early, Gull- 


rs 
$349 





uni, Morrissey, O’ Keefe, and Quinn 
argued in their brief filed with the 
Court and in oral arguments that the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s powers, 
particularly on sentenced inmates, 
was limited due to the separation of 
powers. The District Attorneys also 
argued that the wholesale release of 
thousands of pre-trial and sentenced 
inmates would violate victims’ rights 
and seriously endanger public safety 
across the commonwealth. The sev- 
en DAs further emphasized that this 
proposed spontaneous release would 
not only endanger crime victims 
and the public, but also the very in- 
mates being released. In this state of 
emergency, those released would not 
benefit from the bevy of after-incar- 
ceration services typically provided, 
including medical and substance use 
care, and would not be supervised 
by agencies like parole or probation, 
which provide critical resources and 
guidance to men and women who 
re-enter our society after months and 
years of incarceration. 

Instead, the District Attorneys 
preferred that inmates be considered 
for release on a case-by-case basis 
in hearings before judges, who can 
make individual decisions consider- 
ing the totality of the circumstances. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Trusted Naine a 1982 





April 9, 2020 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Public able to access selectmen’s 
meetings during pandemic 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - For the last three 
weeks, residents have come to grips 
with life in relative isolation as a 
result of COVID-19, which forced 
communities across the nation to ban 
social gatherings and close govern- 
ment offices to the public. 

In Hampden, following emergen- 
cy orders from Gov. Charlie Baker, 
the Board of Selectmen, like boards 
across the state, has met remotely to 
conduct business and has made re- 
cordings of the meetings available 
online, until now, without public par- 
ticipation. Selectmen have used the 
video conferencing site Zoom. 

During its regular meeting Mon- 
day, March 30, selectmen directed 
Interim Town Administrator Bob 
Markel to enable public participa- 
tion. 

Selectman John D. Flynn sug- 
gested the board attempt to make 
live-viewing happen in some way, 
whether it be on Facebook or other 
web-based conferencing service. He 


Annual fishing derby canceled 


said such viewing should limit pub- 
lic comment to avoid a back-and- 
forth discussion. 

“Since this is probably going to 
be with us for some time, bringing 
the public back into our meetings, 
allowing them to observe, makes 
sense,’ Markel said. “Ill see what I 
can do to make that available.” 

By Thursday, April 2, Markel 
made the announcement that the 
public would once again be able to 
access the meetings via Zoom. 

“T am setting up the Zoom soft- 
ware to allow residents to have ac- 
cess either by watching the video or 
calling in and listening without vid- 
eo,’ Markel wrote in an email and on 
a post to the town’s website, hamp- 
denma.gov. 

Markel said folks do not need to 
download Zoom to observe. Those 
wishing to observe the meetings 
should email him their email address 
and he will reply with a link to the 
meeting. At the meeting time, partic- 
ipants simply click on the link and 
they will be able to watch or listen to 
the proceedings. 


Those accessing the meetings 
have the ability to do so by calling 
in with their phone or using a com- 
puter. Zoom software uses a device’s 
microphone, speaker and camera 
to enable participants the ability to 
communicate as they would in per- 
son. Hosts of Zoom meetings have 
the ability to limit the functions of 
meeting participants, including dis- 
abling the camera or microphone. 
Each participant can also turn off 
their camera or microphone so they 
are only observing the proceedings. 

The service also offers a chat 
function, so participants may share 
information individually or to every- 
one without interrupting a speaker. 

Selectmen have been meeting at 
their usual time of 6 p.m. on Mon- 
day evenings and as necessary using 
emergency meetings. Meetings and 
agendas have been posted and are 
available online at hampdenma.gov. 

For more information or to re- 
ceive a meeting link, email Markel at 
townadmin @ hampdenma. gov. 


Evangel Theatre to 






HAMPDEN - For the first 
time in more than 50 years, 
children throughout the area 
will not test their angling skills 
at the Hampden VFW Post 
9397 Free Kids Fishing Derby. 

According to Post Com- 
mander Heath Joseph and 
Acting Adjutant Don Talbot, 
the decision is a result of re- 
strictions facing the public in 
response to the coronavirus. 

“The logistics to prepare 
for this event to due to nation- 
al, state and our community 
restrictions are not realistic,’ 
they said. “We at the VFW 
always look forward to this 
event giving a fishing event 
with the parents and children 
in our community, but the 
safety of everyone involved 
must come first.” 

The organizers thanked 
all of their supporters includ- 
ing the Scantic Grog Shoppe, 
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Village Food Mart and Reid’s 
Corner, and hope to make next 
year’s derby “bigger and bet- 
ter than ever.” 

The 58" fishing derby, 
which takes place on the Sat- 
urday of Mother’s Day week- 
end each year, was scheduled 
for May 9 at the VFW, 190 
Main St. 

Unlike many fishing der- 
bies, the VEW’s event is 
unique in that children and 
families get to release the fish 
before the derby casts-off. Or- 
ganizers pay a private hatchery 
for fish to stock in the river, in 
addition to the state’s annual 
trout stocking conducted by 
the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 

Fishing and food are free 
to children, who get to com- 
pete for prizes. Adults aren’t 
allowed to fish and are charged 
a donation for food. 
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host ‘Heaven Came 
Down’ April 10 


WILBRAHAM -— Evangel Theatre invites 
the community to join them on Facebook on 
Good Friday for a listening party of “Heaven 
Came Down,” an original Easter play adapted 
for radio written by Colin Tracy. 

Watch parties will take place at facebook. 
com/evangelassemblyma at noon, 3 p.m. and 6 
p.m. Friday April 10, with conversation follow- 
ing the show. 

There is no cost to listen to this show. Heav- 
en Came Down tells the story of Easter from a 
surprising set of eyes, the angel Uriel. Watch 
God’s plan unfold starting from before the fall 
of Lucifer and ending with the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The play will take 
place in two parts, culminating with a short sec- 
tion to air on Easter Sunday on Evangel’s Face- 
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Consider game donations for MHA residents 


SPRINGFIELD -—_ Folks 
with a wide range of needs call 
their MHA _ group residence 
home. Now the COVID-19 cri- 
sis has MHA residents unable 
to leave their homes each day 
for the jobs, day programs, vol- 
unteer activities and communi- 
ty visits they’re accustomed to. 

As a result, MHA is work- 
ing to find activities to keep 
residents and other program 
participants interested, stimu- 
lated and entertained. 

“As the COVID-19 crisis 
continues, residents of MHA 
group homes find themselves 
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in the same situation many oth- 
ers face in the community: they 
need to find ways to pass the 
time at home,” said Kimberley 
A. Lee, vice president of re- 
source development and Brand- 
ing for MHA. “But there is one 
thing many of our residents re- 
ally enjoy: board games. MHA 
is asking for donations of board 
games, or funding to allow us 
to purchase them online, to help 
make these difficult days more 
fun. New games are great, but 
used games, if they include all 
the pieces, are also fine. We’ll 
see that they’re properly sani- 
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Time to beautify your outside space! 
We are safely on the outside of your home, 
you never have to come in contact with us 

and the weather has been cooperating! 


ae 


tized before play begins.” 

In keeping with current 
CDC recommendations to 
limit personal contact, game 
donations should be delivered 
to MHA’s main office at 995 
Worthington St., Springfield. 
Leave donations by the em- 
ployee entrance on the side of 
the building, then contact Lee 
at 413-233-5343 or klee@ 
mhainc.org to let know her 
know. For those donating on- 
line, visit www.mhainc.org/do- 
nate. Those donations will be 
used to make purchases online. 
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Ad Club seeks entries for 2020 


Creative Awards 


SPRINGFIELD — The Adver- 
tising Club of Western Massachu- 
setts announced the 2020 Creative 
Awards season is now underway, 
accepting submissions for the an- 
nual celebration of exceptional ad- 
vertising, design and creative work 
throughout the region. 

Illustrators, videographers, 
Strategists, designers, copywriters 
and photographers are welcome 
to enter and kick-off a new decade 
of creative work in Western Mass. 
The submission deadline is Friday, 
May 1. 

This year’s competition fea- 
tures several changes. Among the- 


e Property 
Maintenance 


e Fertilizer Programs 
e Organic Tick and 
Mosquito Control 


e Edging 


e Loam and Seed 


e Fall Blowouts 


e Walls, Walkways, Patios 
e Landscape Design and Installation 
e Irrigation Installation and Repairs 


e Paddock Repair and Maintenance . 
e Equestrian Field Seeding 


ses changes, physical submissions 
are optional, and the club will 
utilize a new submission platform 
with Judgify. Cost is $40 per en- 
try for Ad Club members ($80 for 
non-members), and $20 per entry 
for students with a valid student 
LD, 

Winners will be celebrated at 
an awards gala Thursday, May 21 
at Union Station, 125 Pleasant St. 
Northampton, beginning at 6 p.m. 
Tickets will be available soon. 

For more information or to en- 
ter, visit adclubwm.org/events/cre- 
ativeawards2020/. 
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richardgreeninsurance.com 
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Your Hometown Business Neighbors! 
Pafumi’s To Go Dr. Michael Margolis 
TEAM 413 of Hampden Realty emeeomet 


Dr. Peter Duplesis 
Family Dentistry 
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and shine © 
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Luso Credit Union 


Please support the 
businesses that are still 
open. Your support can 

help them survive this 
difficult time! 


Call Jocelyn Walker at 
413-283-8393 
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CHURCHES from page 1 


the Rev. Michael Lillpopp became pastor in February 
and is working towards expanding its capacity. 

Upon arriving at the parish, Lillpopp launched a 
website, which gives parishioners access to various 
streaming masses around the country; St. Mary’s is 
working towards live-streaming its own masses. 

When asked if the situation was unprecedented, 
Lillpopp cited world history, emphasizing that many 
faith communities have survived similar ordeals. He 
noted that a church doesn’t have to be a physical build- 
ing; Lillpopp once celebrated mass in a Ugandan ba- 
nana plantation. 

“We have temporarily become a church much 
like that in 17th century Japan, a sort of underground 
church based in the home,” said Lillpopp. “The church 
fortunately has the flexibility to [operate] in a variety 
of different scenarios so when you look at the whole 
history of the Christian church, it’s not unprecedent- 
ed.” 

The Federated Community Church of Hampden 
on Main Street also endeavors to strengthen is online 
presence. Rev. Patrica Miller-Fernandes explained that 
tape-delayed worship services have aired on local tele- 
vision; more information can be found on the parish’s 
website. 

The Federated Community Church is also using 
Zoom, a platform that enables video communication, 
to facilitate Bible studies and prayer discussion. 

Miller-Fernandes warned residents against suc- 
cumbing to fears pertaining to the current outbreak; 
she encourages them to moderate their exposure to 
television news to avoid being consumed by anxiety. 

“T suggest to my people that they take time to name 
five positive things in their lives that happened in their 
day before they go to sleep. Instead of going to sleep 
with fear, you go to sleep with a much more positive 
and hopeful [outlook],” she said. 

All three faith communities have focused on keep- 
ing contact with their senior populations and isolated 
members. Bethlehem Church has launched a chain of 
phone calls and care packages, which are delivered to 
parishioners in need. 

“We’re a multi-generational church and have be- 
tween 100 and 125 people over age 65 who call Beth- 
lehem their ‘home church.’ Many of them in this sit- 
uation are alone, isolated and perhaps fearful during 
this time. When we learned that [the closure would 
be indefinite], we rallied and set up a plan,” said Lori 
Cooney, director of connection and outreach at Beth- 
lehem Church. 

Miriam Maberry, Bethlehem’s director of commu- 
nication, 1s steering an online campaign to keep church 
members interactive amongst each other. She detailed 
an ongoing initiative called “Chalk for Hope.” 

“That is a hashtag that everyone is going to use. 
Now through the 15th of April, we’re encouraging 
people to chalk their driveways with encouraging mes- 
sages, pictures and Bible verses. People will use their 
hashtag and submit their entries. The winner of the 
competition will get a pizza delivery to their house,” 
said Maberry, adding that free chalk can be picked up 
outside of the church’s en- 
trance. 

During the closure, St. 
Mary’s has continued to 
pay its employees; church 
employees are not eligible 
for unemployment benefits 
because churches by law 
do not pay into state unem- 
ployment. 

To instill a sense of hope 
in readers, Lillpopp refer- 
enced his time as the chap- 
lain of a Catholic military in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

He recalled how res- 
idents left a light on out- 
side at all times during the 
“dark months of winter’ 
in support of the mushers 
competing in the Iditarod, 
a legendary but dangerous 
sled dog race that occurs in 
Alaska each year. 

“They are laughing and 
having fun in the face of the 
cold and darkness. This is 
what we should do,” said 
Lillpopp. “We might not be 
able to gather our friends, 
but we can start little tradi- 
tions like this to celebrate 
our trials and tribulations. 
Start a COVID-19 tradition 
and laugh in its face. Leave 
a light on in solidarity with 
our nurses and doctors. Cel- 
ebrate little victories. That’s 
one way to maintain a sense 
of optimism.” 


MEMBER FDIC 
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Bank donates $25,000 to Baystate’s Fund 


MONSON — Monson Savings 
Bank, understanding the significant 
need for community advocacy, re- 
cently announced it would donate 
$25,000 to Baystate Health’s Great- 
est Needs Fund. 

Baystate Health, a hub for coro- 
navirus treatment in Western Mas- 
sachusetts, recetnly completed con- 
struction of a rapid response triage 
area outside of their Baystate Med- 
ical Center Emergency Department. 
This will allow them to protect pa- 


tients and medical staff from expo- 
sure to the virus as patients are being 
screened and tested. This new triage 
area is just one of the many large, 
unplanned expenses this health 
emergency has created. Additionally, 
the exploding demand for personal 
protection equipment for staff and 
a myriad of other needs to fight this 
outbreak are stretching resources 
and finances to the limit. 

“At a time like this, our hearts go 
out to the doctors, nurses and other 


medical staff who are the frontline in 
our fight against this terrible virus,” 
Steve Lowell, president of Monson 
Savngs Bank, said. “We hope that 
this donation will help them and 
show that our community thanks 
them for their valiant efforts.” 

This gift will directly support re- 
sources needed at Baystate Health as 
they continue to address and prepare 
for the care our community needs as 
we face this worldwide pandemic. 


Hampden initiates fee increase for transfer station use 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden 
Board of Health recently announced 
that prices for transfer station per- 
mits and bags will experience a price 
increase for the next fiscal year that 
begins July 1, 2020. Permits will 
be available for purchase beginning 
May I. 

The current year’s permits expire 
June 30, 2020. 

The new pricing 1s as follows: 

Residents age 65 and younger 


pay $50 for the first vehicle and $25 
for each additional vehicle within the 
same household; residents older than 
65-years-of-age pay $25 for the first 
vehicle and $10 for subsequent vehi- 
cles within the same household. 

Bags will cost $30 for a roll of 
the 33-gallon size and $10 for the 
16-gallon variety. 

Permits will be available begin- 
ning May | at the Board of Health 
Office, 625 Main St., and at the 


Transfer Station on Cross Road. To 
have stickers mailed, send a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope with the 
name, address, phone number and 
vehicle license plate number, and 
check made payable to “Town of 
Hampden” to Board of Health, 625 
Main St., Hampden, MA 01036. 

For more information, call the of- 
fice at 566-2151 ext. 102. 


Ocean State Job Lot sourcing health care supplies 
from global vendors during pandemic 


NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI. 
— Ocean State Job Lot, a discount 
closeout retailer with stores through- 
out New England, in response to 
the calls from government for vital 
health care supplies, announced last 
week it is using its global supply 
chain to source such materials for 
use in the response to the novel coro- 
navirus. 

Supplies will be immediately do- 
nated to local and state governments, 
as well as hospitals and medical fa- 
cilities. 

“COVID-19 is affecting all of 
us in every community and Ocean 
State Job Lot is prepared to its part 
to help,’ David Sarlitto, executive 


SING Are 


MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


director of the Ocean State Job Lot 
Charitable Foundation, said. “Our 
unique buying process allows us the 
flexibility to move swiftly and pur- 
chase the items most in need.” 

Among the supplies the retailer 
is sourcing are gloves, masks, dis- 
infectants, sanitizers and eye pro- 
tection. Ocean State will contribute 
up to $250,000 into a dedicated fund 
for acquiring the supplies. Individu- 
als may contribute to this fund at the 
register. 

Considered a retailer selling es- 
sential goods, Ocean State Job Lot 
will remain open at this time. 

“We realize this is a challenging 
time for many who are facing unem- 


ployment,” Sarlitto said. “But we’ve 
also seen and heard stories of people 
looking for ways to help our first re- 
sponders. Who are putting their own 
lives on the line to help us all. So 
for those who are capable of giving 
right now, this is a great opportunity 
to make your dollar have the greatest 
impact possible.” 

Sarlitto said the retailer will en- 
sure 100 percent of donations are 
used to purchase supplies and util- 
itize its buying power to “get the 
most for your money.” 

For more _ information, 
oceanstatejoblot.com. 


visit 


We've learned a lot lately about what that 
means. Most importantly, we've been 
reminded of the strength and resilience 


within our community. 


As a community bank, we're pledging to 
support those around us in new ways. 

lf you have questions, concerns or feel 
that we can help, please reach out to our 
Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, 
or visit countrybank.com/COVID19 for 


more information. 


Keeping our distance can’t keep us from 


sticking together. 


— YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


y,icountrybank 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
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Using IRA instead of claiming SS; disability appeal 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am currently unemployed 
and drawing funds from my IRA. I am 
62-years-old. My financial adviser instructed 
me to not take Social Security because once I 
do that the percentage of increase would stop. 
He said to wait until the benefits increased to 
the point where I could then take Social Secu- 
rity and leave my IRA alone. Does that seem 
right? Also, I have applied for SS Disability 
benefits and have been rejected, but I am cur- 
rently appealing that decision. Is my next step 
a lawyer? If so do you have any recommenda- 
tions? Signed: Befuddled 

Dear Befuddled: If you take your Social 
Security benefits at age 62, your payment 
will be cut by about 27.5 percent from what it 
would be at your full retirement age of 66 /%. If 
you wait, your SS payment when you claim it 
will have grown for each month you delay. You 
only get 100 percent of the SS benefit you have 
earned from a lifetime of working when you 
reach your full retirement age. The rate of ben- 
efit growth before you reach your FRA 1s a bit 


more than 6 percent for each year you wait, so 
I expect that your financial advisor compared 
that guaranteed growth to the interest you are 
receiving on your IRA and concluded that 
waiting to claim a higher SS benefit for the rest 
of your life is a better deal. Provided you are in 
good health, that seems like a prudent sugges- 
tion. And just so you are aware, if you delay 
claiming SS beyond your FRA, you’ll earn an 
additional 8 percent for each year you further 
delay, up to age 70 when your SS benefit would 
be about 75 percent more than it will be if you 
take it now. 

Regarding your disability appeal, I cannot 
recommend a specific attorney, but I suggest 
you seek one who specializes in Social Securi- 
ty Disability Insurance claims. SSDI attorneys 
must adhere to federal law and they are limited 
in what they can charge you. Usually that lim- 
it is 25 percent of whatever back SSDI bene- 
fits they can secure for you (paid from those 
back benefits) to a maximum of $6,000. There 
should be no charge for an initial consultation 
and you shouldn’t be required to pay anything 
unless they win your case for you. The easiest 
way to find someone to assist you is to do a 


search for “SSDI attorneys near me” and then 
do some initial research on your search results 
before selecting. You’ll be able to judge the 
strength of your SSDI appeal by whether the 
SSDI attorney accepts your case — they’Il only 
accept your case if they believe they can win 
and be compensated for their efforts. Only you 
can judge if engaging an attorney is a wise idea 
at this point. You still have multiple SSDI ap- 
peal levels available to you, and an SSDI attor- 
ney can be engaged at any point you choose. 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Securi- 
ty adviser through the Association of Mature 
American Citizens. This column is intended for 
information purposes only and does not rep- 
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 





Derby canceled, 
thankful for 
support 


Letters fo the Editor 


Think twice about giving Easter bunnies 


To the editor: 


The VFW Officers, members and 
staff of Hampden VFW Post 9397 Chil- 
dren’s Fishing Derby have decided af- 
ter discussion to cancel the 58" Annual 
Kids Fishing Derby on Saturday, May 9. 

The logistics to prepare for this event 
due to national, state, and our communi- 
ty restrictions are not realistic. We at the 
VFW always look forward to this event 
giving a fishing event with the parents 
and children in our community but the 
safety of everyone involved must come 
first. 

We thank all the patrons from the 
Scantic Grog Shoppe, The Village Food 
Mart and Reid’s Corner for their efforts 
to collect contributions this year. These 
donations will be set aside in an account 
to make next year’s 2021 VFW Kids 
Fishing Derby bigger and better than 
ever. 

On behalf of all the VFW members 
we wish everyone stay safe, be well, 
thanks. 

See everyone next year. 


Heath Joseph, Post Commander 
Don Talbot, Acting Adjutant 
Hampden VFW Post 9397 
Hampden 


Is Memorial School 
being considered 
for an emergency 
shelter? 


To the editor: 


Has anyone thought of making Wil- 
braham’s Memorial School available for 
emergency shelter? I’m not suggesting 
that the town furnish it or staff it, that 
could be done by others. It has electric- 
ity and heat, as it has had continuously 
since it stopped being an elementary 
school many years ago. It has a fully 
equipped commercial kitchen, a dining 
room, men and women handicapped re- 


Please see SHELTER, page 7 


To the editor: 


As Easter 2020 approach- 
es amidst the COVID-19 pan- 
demic spreading throughout 
the world, I thought it’d be a 
good time to share my thoughts 
about the link between rabbits, 
Easter and COVID-19. 

As current president of the 
House Rabbit Connection Inc. 
in Springfield, a nonprofit do- 
mestic rabbit rescue, I can’t 
stress enough about why rab- 
bits or other live animals should 
never be given to children as an 
Easter/birthday/holiday gift. 

Rabbits are very delicate 
creatures and do not like being 
picked up or held. Children of- 
ten man-handle rabbits to the 
point where they might scratch 
and/or bite the child when the 
bunny wants to get down. 


They, as any other pet ani- 
mal, are lifelong family mem- 
bers and not “beginner” pets as 
many would believe. 

Rabbits need to chew to 
keep their teeth trimmed. That 
means your computer cord, 
your wood trim, furniture, and 
carpets and rugs etc. can all fall 
prey to satisfying your bunnies 
natural instinct to chew. 

And in these days of corona- 
virus many veterinarians have 
drastically cut their hours to 
eliminate or reduce the oppor- 
tunity to expose the public and 
staff to potential COVID-19. 

That means if your bunny, 
dog, cat or bird needs veter- 
inary care while this virus is 
affecting so many worldwide, 
chances are it may be difficult 
to get an appointment for them 
and get the medical attention 


Or: GANLUND.COM 


they need. 

In conclusion: please hold 
off on adopting or buying a 
bunny for your family (as well 
as any other pet) during this 
coronavirus pandemic especial- 
ly as an Easter gift. 

Be vigilant about keeping 
yourself and your family safe 
and healthy. 

Once this pandemic passes 

.. and who knows when that’ ll 
be ... there will be plenty of 
time to contact a reputable an- 
imal rescue to be matched with 
your perfect furr-ever pet. 


Marlene Wilhelm 
President- House Rabbit 
Connection, Inc. 
Springfield 
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assume liability for the loss of 
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submitted for publication. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Bringing ‘Comfort’ and ‘Mercy’ 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 
Guest Columnist 


Good news gladdens our heart. It bright- 
ens our day; it renews our spirit. Today that 
good news is within your grasp. Words will 
try to relay the “geysers of goodness”’ that 
are springing up as people unite locally and 
globally bringing comfort and mercy. 

One may wonder, “But, where’s comfort 
and mercy in this COVID-19 pan- 
demic?” 

Comfort arrived as millions of 
heroic acts — seen and unseen — 
happened when people of all ages, 
races, and creeds responded to help 
with humanitarian needs. 

“Where did we see that?” 


GUEST 


COrU MENS 1 





roll” when and wherever needed-as much as 
humanly possible. 

Acts of caring and compassion sprang 
into action. Anywhere. Everywhere. People 
sensed a new, deeper, keener responsibility 
for a child, an at-risk senior, a lonely neigh- 
bor, single parents, the homeless, and the 
urgent increase of community needs. Coun- 
try-wide and globally houses of worship 
streamlined the Good News through internet 
services, or were permitted to have 
parking lot services wearing face 
masks, gloves, using microphones 
for sermons and music — while 
keeping rules of “social distancing.” 

Restaurant and school kitch- 
en staffs began supplying student 
meals. Charitable kitchens stirred 


See where our well-being, | _~—sup meals for the needy. Fabric 
health and safety including our ed- JOAN E. B. stores donated materials for masks 
ucational, vocational, and industri- COOMBS for each drive-by, pick-up seam- 


al pursuits were of utmost concerns 

when safety measures were started 

to “Cease the Spread of the COVID-19” 
virus. Look where our local, state, and na- 
tion-wide governing and presidential au- 
thorities announced that schools, colleges, 
non-essential businesses, entertainment ven- 
ues must close, and that “social distancing” 
would save lives. 

Within days, across our United States, 
millions of homebound students and adults 
were in homeschooling, and online educa- 
tional classes. 

“And, how did that happen?” 

Behind the scenes multitudes of Inter- 
net personnel and providers made sure that 
millions of computers, cellphones, and all 
forms of media and communication services 
would keep the public informed and updated 
as possible. These critical messaging systems 
also kept financial institutions and industries 
conversant as to how the coming economic 
crises would be managed. 

“That’s good news. Where’s comfort and 
mercy?” 

Comfort and mercy arrived as a 
life-threatening virus began spreading from 
shore to shore, country to country and to 
global continents. Support came from ded- 
icated custodial staffs to diligent medical 
teams working inside buildings and hospi- 
tals. Aid arrived with the military helping pa- 
trolling state troopers, police and Emergency 
Medical Teams and fire personnel “Ready to 


stress. Face-mask patterns covered 

the internet. Sewing machines had 
adults and youth “‘in stitches!” Colorful hos- 
pital masks were shared, collected and deliv- 
ered to medical centers. Breweries converted 
to bottling hand sanitizers. Car manutfac- 
turers started producing ventilators. When 
restaurants closed, food pick-up services 
expanded. Drive-up and drive-thru windows 
efficiently and deliciously served hot meals 
to hungry and thankful people. 

Comfort and mercy arrived and helped 
mitigation in countless courageous, non-stop, 
24/7 day and night shifts by air, land and sea 
workers with life-challenging situations. As 
days unfold, heroic helpers and grace agents 
are amazingly evident and will increase. 
Throughout global areas, psychological and 
physical relief will especially be experienced 
by patients, providers, researchers in the sci- 
ences and medical fields as antidotes, thera- 
pies and vaccines are discovered and proven 
safe enough to use and save lives. 

Good news also arrived when the United 
States Navy Ship Comfort sailed into New 
York City Harbor and the USNS Mercy nav- 
igated into the Los Angeles, California port. 
Both are “Mercy-class” hospital ships named 
for the virtue mercy. Each ship 1s fully staffed 
and equipped to provide acute medical and 
surgical services with 1,000 beds for patient 
care. 

Good news gladdens our hearts. May it 
continue bringing comfort and mercy. 


Auditor asks towns to report early 
voting spending for primary 


BOSTON - After Bay State voters went 
to the polls to take part in early voting in 
the presidential primary election for the first 
time last month, State Auditor Suzanne M. 
Bump is asking city and town clerks to pro- 
vide an accounting of unfunded, mandated 
costs related to that service. 

Bump will use this information to pro- 
vide a formal certification of these costs to 
the legislature and ask it to allocate funds in 
a future supplemental budget to reimburse 
these communities. Bump is asking for re- 
sponses from cities and towns by Monday, 
April 20. 

“Cities and towns spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to make voting in the 
presidential primary easier and more conve- 
nient. This is a good thing. However, with no 
process to reimburse them, these communi- 
ties could be stuck with a bill that should 
be covered by the state,’ Bump said. “The 
legislature must allocate funds to reimburse 
these communities and remove uncertainty 
about future elections by establishing a per- 
manent and predictable method to fund this 
important service.” 

In 2017, through her office’s Division 


SHELTER from page 6 


strooms, a gymnasium with a stage and 
numerous rooms. 

It’s a shame that it has sat there un- 
occupied all of those years, with the ex- 
ception of the time it was leased to the 
Diocese of Springfield as a temporary Ca- 
thedral High School, while being main- 
tained by the taxpayers. 


of Local Mandates, Bump determined that 
parts of the early voting law are unfunded 
mandates on cities and towns and that the 
state should cover these costs. Her mandate 
determination cited the requirements that 
municipalities establish an early voting poll- 
ing location that has sufficient staffing and 
privacy for voters as the factors driving the 
conclusion. 

Since the early voting law was passed 
in 2014, the state has failed to establish a 
permanent and consistent method to fund 
communities’ expenses to provide this ser- 
vice. Instead, it has relied on a series of 
reimbursements in supplemental budgets 
passed after the 2016 and 2018 elections 
to retroactively reimburse communities for 
their mandated expenses. Following a cost 
certification by Bump’s office, in the 2018 
general election, communities were reim- 
bursed $1,144,156.22 for mandated early 
voting expenses. 

Bump has worked with Rep. Steven Ul- 
trino and Rep. Brad Jones to pass legislation 
that would establish a permanent method to 
fund mandated municipal costs associated 
with early voting. 


When this pandemic is over, hopeful- 
ly it will become our new Senior Center, 
which could continue to be used as an 
emergency shelter when needed, veterans 
agent office, Parks and Recreation Offic- 
CS; CIC: 


Donald Flannery 
Wilbraham 
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ed to include a one-time application of 
$275,000 to the district in the town’s 
fiscal 2021 budget in order to lower the 
assessment to $26,544,034. 

The district is hopeful for similar ac- 
tion in Hampden, a request of roughly 
$72,000, which would further reduce the 
increase to the district budget. 

Doing its part to present level-service 
budget to the communities, the district, 
according to the presentation, will need 
to eliminate 15 staff members. 

“Every single one of them is a stu- 
dent-facing position,” said School Com- 
mittee Chairman Patrick Kiernan. 

“Every one of these cuts is impacting 
us,’ Superintendent of Schools Albert 
Ganem Jr. said. “We can’t keep doing 
this anymore.” 

Ganem said the district is looking 
at all opportunities, including grants, to 
find different funding sources in order to 
maintain staffing. 

‘“We’ve cut everything we’ve needed 
to cut,” he said. 

Driving the budget increase are in- 
creases in nearly all of the district’s 
mandated costs, from negotiated salary 
increases for teachers to health insur- 
ance and county retirement obligations. 
Additionally, following the most recent 
state budget projections, the district will 
see a ().99 percent increase in Chapter 70 
funding, amounting to $30 more per stu- 
dent ($12,007,964 total), and a roughly 
4 percent decrease to Chapter 71 regional 
school district transportation reimburse- 
ment, or $1,385,171. 

The district is looking anticipating a 
5.22 percent increase in health insurance 
costs through the Scantic Valley Regional 
Health Trust and a 4.69 percent increase 
in Hampden County retirement obliga- 
tions. 

To limit the increase, the bud- 
get includes a one-time application of 
$600,000 from its Excess and Deficiency 


Page 7 


line, essentially the school district ver- 
sion of free cash, and $650,000 in school 
choice funds. 

“We’re going to face the exact same 
situation,’ School Committee member 
William Bontempi said, looking at the 
situation going forward. “It’s unsustain- 
able.” 

One member of the community asked 
whether the School Committee was 
looking at any changes to the regional 
agreement in order to modify the budget 
assessment formula, limiting the yearly 
spikes faced by population swings. Bon- 
tempi said such a discussion will likely 
have to happen, but requires both towns 
agreeing to the change at a town meeting. 

He said as a result of his own re- 
search, there are two approaches to as- 
sessment the district could use. The first 
follows the current yearly population 
method, whereby member communities 
are assessed based on their percentage 
of the student population each year. The 
other utilizes a five-year rolling average 
to determine the assessment. 

“Any modification hinges on a suc- 
cessful vote in both towns,’ Bontempi 
said. “It’s certainly something we have to 
look at,’ he continued, noting that Wil- 
braham is facing a roughly $400,000 in- 
crease with roughly | percent of the pop- 
ulation shifting its way. 

Voters must approve the district’s 
budget, as well as their respective town’s 
budget on the floor of Annual Town 
Meeting Monday, June 15 at 7 p.m. for 
both communities. Hampden will meet at 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle School, 85 
Wilbraham Road. Wilbraham will meet 
at Minnechaug Regional High School, 
621 Main St. 

To check ones voter status or to reg- 
ister, contact Wilbraham Town Clerk 
Carole Tardif at 596-2800, ext. 200 or 
ctardif@wilbraham-ma.gov. Hampden 
residents should contact Town Clerk Eva 
Wiseman at 566-2151, ext. 103 or email 
townclerk @hampdenma.gov. 
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Death 
Notices 


Brandt, Shirley M. 
(Smith) 

Died March 12, 2020 
Services were private 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 


Cyr, Ronald L. 
Died March 29, 2020 
Burial to take place at 

a later date 
Sampson’s Chapel 
of the Acres 


DeMarsh, Eunice 
Died March 30, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge 
of the arrangements 


Post, Jenine A. 
Died April I, 2020 
Private burial at 
Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery 


Our advertisers 
make this 


publication possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Canadian law 
enforcers 

5, Actor Idris 

9. Cut or bruise 

11. Vegetables 

13. Aircraft delivery 

15. To make obsolete 





34. Observed 

36. Satisfy 

38. Former OSS 

39. Small Eurasian deer 
41. Wife of Sparta’s king 
43. Ballplayer accessory 
44, Temporary cessation 


Ronald L. Cyr 
(1934-2020) 


Ronald L. Cyr, 86, of Wilbraham 
entered into everlasting life at the 
Holyoke Soldier’s Home on March 
29. He was born in Madawaska, 
Maine on March 11, 1934 to the late 
I.L and Corinne Cyr. He served his 
nation honorably in the United States 
Air Force during the Korean War and 
later was employed for many years as 
a salesman for Pioneer Tool Supply 
and American Tool. 

Ronald loved summers and boat- 
ing at the family cottage in Holland, 
Massachusetts. He also loved to ride 
his motorcycles. When he and his be- 
loved wife Alice would spend their 
winters in Florida, he could always be 
found riding his motorcycle, playing 
bocce, riding his jet ski, swimming in the pool or just 
sunning himself at the beach. 

In support of his career as a salesman, Ronald com- 
pleted Dale Carnegie Sales Courses. Ronald also worked 
as a volunteer for many years at Our Lady of Sacred 
Heart weekly bingo nights. He also served as vice presi- 
dent of the Cathedral High School Booster Club. 

He was predeceased by his brothers Bertrand and 
Lloyd, as well as his sisters Luella Searles and Reola 
Conley, and his son-in-law Kevin Ambrose. Ronald will 
be missed by his devoted family including his wife Alice; 
his son Bryon Cyr and his wife Eileen of Wilbraham; his 
daughters Carla Ambrose and Missy Cyr both of Wilbra- 
ham. He also leaves his brother Kenneth; four cherished 
grandchildren Krista, Kyle, Brenden and Maura; and one 
great-granddaughter, Victoria. 

Public services for Ronald will be held by his fami- 
ly at a date to be announced later. Memorial donations 
in his memory in lieu of flowers may be made to the 
Holyoke Soldier’s Home Alzheimer’s Unit: 110 Cherry 
St. Holyoke, MA 01040 or Hospice of the Fisher Home 
1165 North Pleasant St. Amherst, MA 01002. 


— 
NO 


O1 = N 
oO 0) 0) 
Ol ie) N 


NO 


Ol & W — 
N ol Oo = 


© —_ —_ oO 
N 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Churned 

2. seal bottles 

3. Million barrels per 
day (abbr.) 

4, Meat from a pig 
(French) 

5. Within 


26. Produce male 
reproductive cells 

28. Computes 

30. Pop singer 

32. Weds secretly 

34. Having two poles 

35. Yankee hero Bucky 





16. Things similar to 


those already noted 


17. Columbus is a 
famous one 

19. Age group 

21. Denotes nature of 
sound 

22. Klutz 

23. Uninteresting 

25. Computer 
manufacturer 

26. 2,000 Ibs. 

27. Genus of seabirds 

29. Emerges 

31. Baseball stat 

33. Witnesses 


of breathing 

46. Where construction 
workers ply their 
trade 

48. Arguments that 
justify a religious 
doctrine 

52. Thick cloud of tiny 
water droplets 

53. Widens 

54. Detection 

56. Period of inactivity 

5/7. Tomato and vodka 
are two 

98. Greek war god 

59. Urinates 


6. Walk in a slow pace 

7. Cries 

8. About Andes 

9. Fishermen use it 

10. Expresses delight 

11. Shouts 

12. Feudal agricultural 
laborer 

14. Sailboat 

15. Small Eurasian 
willows 

18. S. American native 
people 

20. Extreme disgust 

24. Nonsense (slang) 


37. Building 

38. Per _, each 

40. Six (Spanish) 

42. Makes amends 

43. Scoundrels 

45. Baseball’s best 
pitchers 

47. Some are scrambled 

49. Emit coherent 
radiation 

50. Singer Redding 

51. Break 

59. Institute legal 
proceedings against 
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for three months. They were notified 
that the first case of COVID-19 was 
detected in his unit of 24, which was 
locked down. Ronald, they said, was 
isolated from the others as an Alzhei- 
mer’s patient. 

From there, they say everything 
progressed quickly, as by 9 p.m. they 
received word he had passed. 

Due to the fact he was in hospice, 
the Cyrs said they were informed Ron- 
ald was not tested for the coronavirus. 
Concerning them is that their advo- 
cate at hospice learned of his passing 
through the family and they have not 
received information about his final 
hours. 

“The loss of veteran residents to 
COVID-19 is tragic and a stark remind- 
er of the devastating impact of this dis- 
ease. We will continue to make every 
resource available to the clinical com- 
mand centers at the Holyoke and Chel- 
sea Soldiers’ Homes as they work to 
care for the veteran residents and staff, 
including deploying additional staff, 
supplies, and support for veteran resi- 
dents, families, and employees as they 
navigate the challenges of this unprec- 
edented pandemic,” a spokesperson for 
the state’s Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services said. 

Health and Human Services Dep- 
uty Secretary Dan Tsai said following 
the outbreak at the Cherry Street facil- 
ity, Superintendent Bennett Walsh was 
placed on paid administrative leave, 
effective immediately. Val Liptek, CEO 
of Western Massachusetts Hospital, 
assumed responsibility of the Soldiers 
Home. 

“We have also implemented an on- 
site clinical command team comprised 
of medical, epidemiological, and other 
experts responsible for the comprehen- 
sive and rapid response to the outbreak 
of COVID-19,’ Tsai said. “‘All of these 
enhancements will build upon the exist- 
ing protocols and work that align with 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs and Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health guidance.” 

Cyr, an airman first-class, served the 
country during the Korean War. Fol- 
lowing his service, he was employed 
as a salesman for Pioneer Tool Supply 
and American Tool. He also worked as 
a volunteer for at Our Lady of Sacred 
Heart weekly bingo nights and served 
as vice president of the Cathedral High 
School Booster Club. 

“Through his life he was full of 
life,” Missy Cyr said. “No one was a 
stranger.” 

She said he was “‘the life of the par- 
ty” at social gatherings, leading sing-a- 
longs, and “always had a smile. He was 
just a good-hearted person.” 

Alice said they are hoping to learn 
more about his final hours, like who 
was with him when he died and wheth- 
er he received the care and comfort they 
expected. 

“We’re not upset with any one of his 
caretakers,’ Alice Cyr said. “They have 
been wonderful.” 

Jered Sasen, Wilbraham’s director 
of veteran services, shares the family’s 
frustrations, as he and Veteran Service 
Officers from throughout the region 
have also received little information 
about the veterans who passed, what to 
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tell the families or when traditional exit 
ceremonies may take place. 

“My heart breaks for [the families] 
at this time,’ Sasen said. “They can’t 
properly grieve.” 

To help remember the fallen heroes, 
he said he and his fellow VSOs will 
share memorials of the known soldiers 
in their community on their respective 
Facebook pages. When they see posts 
about others, they will share them, es- 
tablishing a modern memorial to keep 
their service and memory alive. 

On Monday, HHS announced sever- 
al initiatives to care for residents at the 
Soldiers Home and communicate with 
families. A team consisting of a nurse 
case manager and care coordinator has 
been deployed to provide immediate 
support for family communications, 
provided by Behaviroal Health Net- 
work and Riverside Community Care, 
established in coordination with the 
National Association of Social Workers 
— Massachusetts Chapter. 

Holyoke will contact every resi- 
dent’s health care proxy to provide up- 
dates. Families may call the Family Ho- 
tline at 413-552-4764 Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sat- 
urday from 9 a.m. to | p.m.; or email 
at © CommunicationsMailbox-HLY @ 
Mass.gov. 

Families should note the Soldiers’ 
Home can only share medical infor- 
mation about a resident with the au- 
thorized health care proxy on file. If a 
family member requests an update and 
is not the health care proxy, the name 
of the health care proxy will be shared 
and it will be suggested that the health 
care proxy should call and request the 
update. 

HHS said the clinical command 
is enforcing quarantine zones _ for 
COVID-19 positive residents, and is 
distributing the required use of PPE, 
restricting visitors, increased personal 
hygiene measures and increased disin- 
fection protocols. 

In Wilbraham, the novel corona- 
virus continues to spread. According 
to Public Health Nurse Jill Conselino, 
who updated selectmen April 6, there 
are eight confirmed cases in town. Fire 
Chief and Emergency Manager Mi- 
chael Andrews said as of the meeting 
there were two firefighters in 14-day 
quarantine (one scheduled to come 
out of quarantine April 7) and another 
would be tested at Gillette Stadium in 
Foxborough, the nearest site for a re- 
sponder to receive a test. 

Andrews said the town averages one 
to two calls each day meeting coronavi- 
rus criteria and as such, paramedics are 
now responding to calls in protective 
suits, masks and gloves. 

Officials urge all residents to follow 
established guidelines of social distanc- 
ing, frequent hand-washing and staying 
home, particularly when sick, in order 
to limit the spread of the virus. 

Statewide, as of April 6, there were 
13,837 confirmed cases and 260 deaths, 
with 889 confirmed cases of the virus in 
Hampden County. 

While the Cyrs hope to find closure, 
they will continue to remember Ronald. 

“It’s hard for closure right now,” 
Missy Cyr said. “That was his greatest 
gift,’ she said of his personality. “He 
always had a smile.” 
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STCC will offer a new Fire Investigation Transfer program 
this fall. Pictured are two Springfield Fire Department 
firefighters. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


STCC unveils Fire 
Investigation Transfer 
program 


SPRINGFIELD -— Starting this fall, Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College will offer a new option in the 
Fire Protection and Safety Technology Department: Fire 
Investigation Transfer. 

Students who choose this option will study fire be- 
havior, fire operations, prevention, investigations and 
criminal law through courses in fire science and criminal 
justice. 

“We're thrilled to offer this option, which will prepare 
students to continue their education toward a bachelor’s 
degree in fire investigation, homeland security or fire sci- 
ence, based on their desired area of interest,’ said Julian 
“Skip” Tenczar, chair of the Fire Protection and Safety 
Technology Department. 

Fire investigators often work for local, state and fed- 
eral agencies, but also pursue opportunities in the private 
sector. 

According to Tenczar, fire investigators need a sharp 
eye, dedicated commitment to discovering the truth and 
the professional integrity to follow their findings through 
the legal system. 

“The Fire Investigation program at STCC can open 
doors to this exciting field where you can make a differ- 
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WNEU attorney 
honored at ‘Leaders 
in Law’ event 


SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University Gen- 
eral Counsel Cheryl I. Smith, 
of Longmeadow, was honored 
at the 15th A\annual “Leaders 
in the Law” event presented by 
Massachusetts Lawyers Week- 
ly. The event was held on Thurs- ; 
day, March 5 at the Renaissance ie 
Bees Waterfront Hotel. Chery! Smith 

Smith was chosen from a field of nominees 
across the Commonwealth for the 2020 In-House 
Leader Award. Leader Awards recognize general 
counsel and staff attorneys who are nominated by 
their colleagues, clients and other legal profession- 
als for being leaders in the community and forward 
thinkers. 

For the past two decades Smith had managed all 
litigation commenced against Western New England 
University. She also supervised the legal and con- 
tractual aspects of a complex new ERP for the Uni- 
versity. Additionally for the past two years, Smith 
has served as the Title IX Coordinator. 

“Attorney Smith practices a special kind of lead- 
ership,” said Anthony S. Caprio, Western New En- 
gland University president. “Her actions exempli- 
fy the noble traditions of the legal profession that 
are recognized and honored through this In-House 
Leaders in the Law award. I am thrilled to see her re- 
ceive this recognition. Cheryl stands tall and always 
demonstrates that she can best lead folks through the 
issues at hand — however emotional or complex they 
may be.” 

Smith began her academic career at Wellesley 
College and concluded 
at Western New England 
School of Law in 1983. 
At Western New En- 
gland, Smith is a senior 
lecturer for “Human Re- 
source Management,” 
“Legal Aspects of Hu- 
man Resources,” “Busi- 
ness Law,’ and “Busi- 
ness Communication.” 
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USDA funding available 
to help protect wetlands 


AMHERST - The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service announced the 
availability of funding to help landowners protect and re- 
store wetlands in Massachusetts. The funding is provided 
through the Agricultural Conservation Easement Pro- 
gram, which protects critical water resources and wildlife 
habitat, and encourages private owners to maintain land 
for farming. 

Through the voluntary sale of an easement, landown- 
ers limit future development to protect these key resourc- 
es. 

“The benefits of restoring, enhancing and protecting 
critical wetlands cannot be overstated,’ said Dan Wright, 
Massachusetts state conservationist for NRCS. “Wet- 
lands provide critical habitat for a wide array of wildlife 
species. They also store floodwaters, clean and recharge 
groundwater, sequester carbon, trap sediment and filter 
pollutants for clean water. USDA is committed to restor- 
ing and protecting vital sensitive wetlands that provide 
important wildlife habitat and improve water quality.” 

ACEPs Wetland Reserve Easements allow landown- 
ers to restore, enhance and protect habitat for wildlife 
on their lands, reduce damage from flooding, recharge 
groundwater and provide outdoor recreational and edu- 
cational opportunities. Eligible landowners may enroll in 
a permanent easement. Tribal landowners also have the 
option of enrolling in 30-year contracts. 

Interested landowners should apply by Friday, May 
1. Applications should be submitted to Helen Castles, 
USDA-NRCS Massachusetts State Office, 451 West St., 
Amherst, MA 01002. 

To learn about ACEP and other technical and financial 
assistance available through NRCS, visit www.ma.nrcs. 
usda. gov. 
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ence,” Tenczar said. 

The program 1s offered in the evening only, which will 
give students who work more flexibility, Tenczar said. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
jobs are expected to grow by 8 percent between 2018 and 
2028 for fire inspectors and investigators. The median 
pay in 2018 was $60,200. 

Students who successfully complete the two-year 
program will receive an Associate in Science in Fire Pro- 
tection and Safety Technology. 

To learn more about the program and to apply for the 
fall, visit stcc.edu/explore/programs/fitr.as/. 
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As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 
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Leading the way... 


A school bus leads the parade procession of teachers and staff at Green Meadows School through Hampden 
April 3 as part of the school’s “Teacher Parade.” TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WTKOP 





Revved and ready... Waitin 


Emery and Jonathan Dyer sit on the hood of a car waiting —«—- Stony Hill Ele 
to take off on a “Teacher Parade.” Teachers and staff drove Prepare to pa 
through the town to re-connect with families March 30. Participating 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES through town 
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Greetings from the principal... 


Green Meadows Principal Sharon Moberg waves to families as part of the school’s “Teacher Parade” through 
town, re-connecting with families and friends. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WIKTOP 


Thumbs 
up... 


A young man 
gives the thumbs 
up, greeting 
families and 
community 
members as 

part of the Green 
Meadows School 
Teachers Parade 
April 3. TIMES STAFF 
PHOTO BY TYLER S. 
WITKOP 





Driving through town... 


Stony Hill teachers drive through Wilbraham in to connect with families as pa 
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g to start... 


They’re off... 





nentary School teachers Jill Pszeniczny and Jessica Paris Parade procession tee 


rade through Wilbraham March 30 to connect with their students. 
staff gathered at Minnechaug Regional High School before driving 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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The car piloted by Jessica Paris and Jill Pszeniczny takes off from Minnechaug, eager to see their friends and 
families. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





A line of cars containing teachers and staff from Green Meadows School drives along Carmody Road in 
Hampden, waving to families and friends April 3. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 





A car representing Mrs. Crooks’ class at Green Meadows drives by with a sign indicating she misses her her 


students. Teachers and staff drove through town April 3 as part of a parade to connect with their families amid 


rt of a “Teacher Parade” March 30. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED the coronavirus pandemic. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 





UNDER AGREEMENT 








429 Nassau Drive, Springfield 








UNDER AGREEMENT 





135-137 Main St., Indian Orchard 





We are committed to the 
health and safety of our 
clients especially during these 
unprecedented times! The real 
estate market Is still active and 
we're here to help you. 
Thank you to everyone that Is 
working so hard to keep us safe! 
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Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to cars. 


Determine the code to reveal the answer! T M O O R 


Solve the code to discover words related to car care. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 21 = e) 


13 21 26 8 22 10 21 


Clue: Car or truck 







ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

This is the week to take charge of your over- 
all health, Aries. If you haven't been feeling 
so well, now is the time to visit a doctor and 
get back on track. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, if you have your heart set on an art 
project but can't find the time, figure out a 
way to make it happen. If you commit to 
finding the time, your efforts will pay off. 
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, now is the perfect time to get up 
and get outside. Fresh air, sunshine and 
physical activity are long overdue, and they 
can infuse you with positive energy. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, do not get frustrated with a close 
friend if he or she seems less ambitious than 
you. Everyone works at his or her own pace 
and may not have the same focus as you. Be 
patient. 


LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 
CAR CARE Wo fe | & FAR C iH WORDS Use good relationships with loved ones and 


friends to organize group activities. Such 





AOJOP -AIMSUY 


Guess Wha? 


lam an actor born in New York on 
April 10, 1974. | graduated from 





































17 9 8 12 3 9 8 12 


Clue: Take care of 


21 12 11 8 12 21 


Clue: Converts power into motion 


Dartmouth College and began my 
career on the Broadway stage. | have 
been nominated for a Tony Award. But 

fans know me best as a small town 
cop from a popular Netflix series. 


17 21 22 26 9 12 8 22 


Clue: Fixes cars 


MUDYIAU ‘G. AUlsua “Dy UIDIUIDUL “g aJI1IYaA “Y :SlamMsUuy 


ANOGADH plang :damsuy 





ALTERNATOR 


EF K ATTN ITLMHaHséA K ZR RUG CE YX €E 2 ANTIFEREEZE outings will strengthen your already strong 

Z U S ENI.GN E VY IT Y¥Y LM RoLCLX §S§ R BRAKING bonds with the people you love most, Leo. 

B I C A Z@BU xX V N LE Y R N H O H M L CE CLUTCH VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

R DUA EGuU<AGV EDOO ‘FA AMD Z See Bail Virgo, if you have not been exercising 

MHC TU LC EF GM V RN IT UM LH S B EMISSIONS regularly of late, now is the ideal time to get 

A DBM C ZC BDI MM AM S N S E Y A Z ENGINE back in the action. Embrace the physical and 

R NS ES 0 RS M AOR TS GTS GV A ae val mental benefits of being active. 

N O K T S R S A I S N C E IT GA E N B G FILTER LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23 

OS TLETK NF OA ZEN GTIOAL FUEL Let your ambition guide you this week, Li- 

rRrAOE TOF M EUUS NS DTA F cial bra. Spend the week mapping out strategiess. 

T S X N N E R ZB EA V EN IT O T E T R GAUGE 

IRSBNRKIRESSCAKMIKCU Biedare eure daaela aon Glue ane 
work towards executing it to perfection. 

N A A AB S E F N V F Y B R A RR S O S INTAKE SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22 

G H N DC F I TT B GU S B T R E E A H A MAINTENANCE ma 

Ic LtftfUtk$ésYX¥c#tLYVYETLOBHSsS G6 WMH RADIATOR Do not have a moment's hesitation when 

EF ETENFMIGAL ER2Z2@FETTtYAM STEERING taking on a project or spearheading plans 

T C RADIATOR VM VS ES OU OV eee i this week, Scorpio. Your organizational skills 

MV UIDRMIV ETRAIN A FODU ZI TIRES are right for the job. 

F I LT ERV I L TK E N HDT ZO sF G TRANSMISSION SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 

MN BO BL2ZtLO ZA K B E V T B A H F Sagittarius, this week should go well for you. 


. s , _ _ Expect to feel a renewed energy and harbor 
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. a more positive outlook. Use this to your 


advantage in your career. 


CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 


of |. 7/5] | | 13 Ambition is creeping up on you and it 
cannot be ignored, Capricorn. You have the 
| 13] | 16 | {5/2 time now to devote to any plan of action, so 
don't be afraid to go all-in. 
| tt | el 4to AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 1 
Aquarius, do not be surprised if you wake 
iT ae 
{ot [6] it , answers aria wacicoran up — super hoes — — are ms 
ef ft 6138] | 18 ! TZlelslslil214)613 ees strengt an emery as something 
| to do with better lifestyle habits. 
ate felt [at cists] scas re amor 
2 714/345 1 7 
f4}9|7}6[3/8| Pisces, the cosmos puts an end to any lethar- 
9/4) 1 3 775/3/811/2/4 ou have been feeling. Use this opportu- 
SY Y 8 Pp 
| 1817 tf | }2] 4/3/8]1{2/6]9|7] 5) nity to be active and pursue new goals. 
5/8/2196 | 4) 
3{i{o 81416 
ia slr 
714}3{e]if2}5]9) 



















We WORK here. 


7 , We LIVE here. 
BrndaCuoco ~@ A Are € LE her 
ra a y= a: Ww Ay ~ We SELL the MOST here... 


Real Estate Brokerage ss = a We are in this TOGETHER and 
here to REMOTELY Serve YOU. 


2442 Boston Road, Suite D, Wilbraham, MA -_ 
413-596-9232 Committed to the Communities 


Brenda@wmasshomebuyer.com ) We Serve ... ALWAYS! 
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Hospital offers tips for 
talking with children 
about COVID-19 


SPRINGFIELD — Keep it simple. Stick to the facts. 

That’s the word when it comes to calming a child’s 
fears about what they are hearing about the novel coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

“Concern over coronavirus COVID-19 can make chil- 
dren and families anxious. Acknowledging some level of 
concern, without panicking, is appropriate and can re- 
sult in taking actions that reduce the risk of illness,” said 
Dr. Bruce Waslick, chief of child psychiatry at Baystate 
Health. 

“Helping children cope with anxiety and stress re- 
quires being attentive to the child’s emotional needs as 
much as providing accurate prevention information and 
facts without causing undue alarm,” he added. 

Waslick noted that it is important to remember that 
children look to adults for guidance on how to react to 
stressful events. 

“If parents seem overly worried, children’s anxiety 
may rise to the point of being unhealthy. Parents should 
reassure children that health and school officials are 
working hard to ensure that people throughout the coun- 
try stay healthy,’ Waslick said. 

However, children also need factual, age-appropriate 
information about the potential seriousness of disease 
risk and concrete instruction about how to avoid infection 
and the spread of disease. 

“Teaching children positive coping measures, talking 
with them about their fears and giving them a sense of 
some control over their risk of infection can help reduce 
anxiety,’ said Waslick. 

Consider the following: 

¢ Remain calm and reassuring: Children will react 
to and follow your verbal and nonverbal reactions. What 
you say and do about COVID-19, current prevention ef- 
forts, and related events can either increase or decrease 
your children’s anxiety. Let your children talk about their 
feelings and help reframe their concerns into the appro- 
priate perspective. 

e Make yourself available: Children may need extra 
attention from you and may want to talk about their con- 
cerns, fears, and questions. It is important that they know 
they have someone who will listen to them — make time 
for them. Tell them you love them and give them plenty 
of affection. 

¢ Monitor television viewing and social media: 
Limit television viewing or access to sensational infor- 
mation on the Internet and through social media. Try to 
avoid watching or listening to information that might be 
upsetting when your children are present. 
e Engage your child in games or other interesting 
activities. 

e Maintain a normal routine to the extent possible. 

e Be honest and accurate: In the absence of factual 
information, children often imagine situations far worse 
than reality. Don’t ignore their concerns, but rather ex- 
plain that at the present moment very few people in this 
country are sick with COVID-19. 

For more information, visit baystatehealth.org/ 
covid19. 


BHN introduces “TeleCare’ 
services 


SPRINGFIELD — BHN recently introduced a new 
program, BHNTeleCare, in response to the COVID-19 
crisis that will allow individuals to continue counseling 
sessions with their therapists from the comfort and safety 
of their own homes. 

To respond to the need for social distancing as well 
as the increase in stress and behavioral health challenges 
during the COVID-19 crisis, BHN is transitioning ser- 
vice at its 10 counseling and outpatient clinics to remote 
therapy, providing services via virtual sessions, seven 
days a week. 

For those without access to phone or video technolo- 
gy, BHN’s physical outpatient clinics are operating limit- 
ed hours to continue providing in-person services during 
this crisis. 

According to Katherine Wilson, president and CEO 
of BHN, “This innovation in the way we provide therapy 
and counseling services is groundbreaking and allows us 
to render services where people are. This is particularly 
critical as a result of the needs that have emerged due to 
the spread of COVID-19. It allows a counseling avenue 
for those suffering anxiety and in need of support during 
this time of crisis affecting individuals and families.” 

For more information or to request an appointment, 
call 733-1423 or 733-6661. 
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Baystate seeks critical blood donations 


SPRINGFIELD —- As President 
Donald Trump left the White House 
briefing room during a recent coro- 
navirus update, someone shouted 
out “donate blood!” 

It was an important message. 
The need is so great that Massachu- 
setts Gov. Charlie Baker included 
blood and platelet donors on his list 
of essential services. 

America faces a severe blood 
shortage during the novel coronavi- 
rus pandemic and the U.S. Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams is urging 
healthy individuals to donate blood 
as the crisis unfolds. 


Until further notice during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Baystate 
Health is relocating all blood and 
platelet donation to 361 Whitney 
Ave. in Holyoke. 

Blood donations will take place 
daily, Monday through Sunday, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are 
suggested and can be made by call- 
ing 413-794-4600. 

Platelet donations will also oc- 
cur at Whitney Avenue, but are by 
appointment only at 413-794-4600. 

Additional protocols are being 
implemented during the corona- 


virus pandemic for the safety and 
health of donors, including: 

e Prescreening donors 

e Extra precautionary cleaning 

e Spacing out donors to comply 
with social distancing and group 
gathering restrictions. 

All eligible donors will receive 
a ticket to Six Flags (for future use, 
valid through Jan. 3, 2021) and a 
gift card to Big Y or Dunkin’. 

Contact the Baystate Health 
Blood Donor Center at 413-794- 
4600 with questions or to make an 
appointment. 


Baystate seeks donations of protective equipment 


SPRINGFIELD —- To help ad- 
dress community needs in response 
to the new coronavirus, Baystate 
Health is asking for donations of 
personal protective equipment from 
all available sources. PPE sought 
include gloves, gowns, surgical 


masks, face shields, goggles and 
N95 masks. 

Officials note at this time Baystate 
isnotabletoaccepthand-sewn masks. 


Baystate Health will determine 
whether the supplies donated can be 
utilized by clinicians. 

“We greatly appreciate all dona- 
tions and thank you for your com- 
mitment to keeping our patients, 
providers and community well and 
safe,” Shelly Hazlett, Baystate com- 
munications manager, said. 

Hazlett said folks may also do- 
nate to the Baystate Health Fund, 





which provides resources that may 
be used immediately where the need 
is greatest, and where donations can 
be of most use. 

Those looking to make dona- 
tions of PPE are asked to call 413- 
794-6552 or email covidl9ppe@ 
baystaehealth.org. Those interested 
in making donations to the Baystate 
Health Fund may do so online at 
baystatehealth.org/Giving. 


COPYRIGHT 2016 FRAN GIANFRIDDO 


The art provided for coloring has been donated to the paper by local artist, 
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Free live stream adult exercise and 


dance classes 


WESTFIELD — In an effort to build 
community during a period of social dis- 
tancing, Small Planet Dancers Studio is of- 
fering free live streaming of adult exercise 
and dance classes for the next seven weeks. 

The 45-minute exercise classes are 
stretching and strength/toning. The hour- 
long dance classes include ballroom, ballet, 
tap, jazz and Middle Eastern belly dance. 
Workshops in African dance and Flamenco 
are also planned. Classes are offered Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

Based in Westfield, the studio offers 
classes exclusively for adult men and wom- 
en. There are no recitals or competition. 

Josephine Sarnelli, artistic director and 
choreographer, halted her spring session 
of classes in response to the coronavirus. 
Her students and troupe members wrote her 
to express their difficulty in having limit- 
ed forms of exercise while being confined 
to their homes. More important were their 
feelings of isolation and anxiety in these 
difficult times. 

In response, Sarnelli has opened her en- 








TRUSTED 


NEWSESINFORMATION 


BE8 hen Yow Ved It Most Sam 


tire Spring series of classes for free to any- 
one who wants to join online. 

Using live streaming, participants have 
the option of being both seen and heard by 
one another. The experience is much like 
attending a live class at the studio. Prac- 
ticing social distancing, she teaches all the 
classes alone in her studio, except for the 
ballroom classes, which she teaches with 
her partner Jeff Lander. 

Realizing that participants are at many 
different levels, all classes start off with 
warm-up movements. Beginner steps are 
introduced with more challenging varia- 
tions demonstrated for advanced partici- 
pants. 

Participants have been able to access 
the streaming classes using their desktops, 
laptops, tablets and cellphones. Some have 
connected their devices to their large screen 
televisions. 

For more information and to register, 
visit Small Planet Dancers Facebook page, 
website www.SmallPlanetDancers.com or 
at 413-746-9067. 





In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 


community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 


developments that matter most to you. 
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Local. Unbiased. 
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USDA funding available to help protect 


wetlands 


AMHERST — The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service announced the 
availability of funding to help land- 
owners protect and restore wetlands in 
Massachusetts. The funding is provid- 
ed through the Agricultural Conserva- 
tion Easement Program, which protects 
critical water resources and wildlife 
habitat, and encourages private owners 
to maintain land for farming. 

Through the voluntary sale of an 
easement, landowners limit future 
development to protect these key re- 
sources. 

“The benefits of restoring, enhanc- 
ing and protecting critical wetlands 
cannot be overstated,’ said Dan Wright, 
Massachusetts state conservationist for 
NRCS. “Wetlands provide critical hab- 
itat for a wide array of wildlife species. 
They also store floodwaters, clean and 
recharge groundwater, sequester car- 
bon, trap sediment and filter pollutants 


for clean water. USDA is committed to 
restoring and protecting vital sensitive 
wetlands that provide important wild- 
life habitat and improve water quality.” 

ACEPs Wetland Reserve Ease- 
ments allow landowners to restore, 
enhance and protect habitat for wild- 
life on their lands, reduce damage 
from flooding, recharge groundwater 
and provide outdoor recreational and 
educational opportunities. Eligible 
landowners may enroll in a permanent 
easement. Tribal landowners also have 
the option of enrolling in 30-year con- 
tracts. 

Interested landowners should apply 
by Friday, May 1. Applications should 
be submitted to Helen Castles, US- 
DA-NRCS Massachusetts State Office, 
451 West St., Amherst, MA 01002. 

To learn about ACEP and _ oth- 
er technical and financial assistance 
available through NRCS, visit www. 
ma.nrcs.usda.gov. 


Governor’s office 
releases hate crime 
recommendations 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito administration re- 
cently announced a set of recommendations to state 
schools that will enlist educators and administrators in 





reducing hate crimes by pursuing more inclusive and 
respectful environments for young people. 

Drafted by Gov. Charlie Baker’s Task Force on 
Hate Crimes, adopted in heir entirety by the adminis- 
tration, the recommendations were provided to school 
districts through the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

“The important work of addressing, confronting 


and preventing hate crimes starts early and schools 


provide an ideal environment to educate children on 
respectful behavior,’ Baker said in a press release 
announcing the recommendations. “These recom- 
mendations reflect our hared commitment to safety, 
inclusion and respect for people of all ages and back- 
grounds. I’m grateful to the Governor’s Task Force 
on Hate Crimes, which proposed these steps, and to 
teachers across the commonwealth who strive daily to 
improve the lives of their students.” 

The task force has pledged to work with DESE as 
well as the Executive Office of Public Safety to assist 


schools in adopting the measures. Both agencies will 
serve as resources for local school districts and law 
enforcement agencies. 

The recommendations, drawn from direct expe- 


riences, independent and institutional research, and 
community input. To learn more, visit mass.gov/gov- 


ernors-task-force-on-hate-crimes. 


SPRINGFIELD 
Board of Directors decided March 17 to post- 
pone the May 8 Valley Press Club Roast to the 
fall due to the effects 
The Roast, which features humorous sketches about 
public officials as a fundraiser for the club’s schol- 
arships to journalism students, is usually held in the 
spring at the John Boyle O’ Reilly Club in Springfield. 

Tony Cignoli, 
sultant, was to be the emcee. Numerous local 
politicians, including area mayors, city council- 
ors and state legislators were expected to attend. 
The Roast is similar to the White House Correspon- 
dent’s dinner in Washington, D.C. that uses humor to 
bring both the media and newsmakers together. Peter 
Goonan, reporter of the Republican is the chairman 


Annual Press Club Roast 
postponed until fall 2020 


— The Valley Press Club’s 


of the new coronavirus. 


noted national political con- 


of the event. The Valley Press Club, founded in 1960, 
consists of active and retired journalists and market- 


It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local. 
800.824.6548 | wilorahamhampdentimes.turley.com 


ing/public relations professionals. 
For more information or to become a member, vis- 
it valleypressclub.com. 
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MIAA board 
still hopes to 
have 
sectional 
tournaments 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association still 
seems hopeful of having a spring 
season as well as a spring tour- 
nament after “going back on its 
decision.” 

In a vote held in mid-March, 
the Board of Directors voted that 
it would cancel tournament play 
if the start date for spring sports 
was delayed past April 27. 

When Gov. Charlie Baker 
announced on March 25 that the 
closure of schools, non-essential 
businesses, and a general stay-at- 
home advisory would extended 
until May 4, the MIAA and its 
board knew it would obviously 
be unable to start practices prior 
to that May 4. 

The board then met again on 
March 30, agreeing that that the 
season can begin no earlier than 
May 4. 

However, in a surprise turn, 
the board did not follow through 
on its decision to cancel tourna- 
ments. Instead, the season was 
extended from June 20 to June 
27 (or June 28 pending weath- 
er and facility needs). That vote 
was a unanimous 19-0 decision. 

This means if Massachusetts 
is able to re-open schools and 
allow high school sports to com- 
mence, there will still be a tour- 
nament. 

However, one caveat that is 
still in play is an ironic one. 

If there is a tournament, the 
tournament will only be the four 
individual sectional tournaments 
held. There will be no state tour- 
nament. A little more than a 
month ago, the state’s schools 
voted to go to a statewide tourna- 
ment rather than have sectional 
tournaments, with the four sec- 
tional champions facing off in a 
State tournament. 


Please see MIAA, page 9 
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File photos 


The Western Massachusetts tournament has yielded special memories for many of the area schools that participate. The PVIAC hopes to 
keep the tournament alive after the state made the decision to hold a statewide tournament only. That tournament will begin in fall 2021. 


PVIAC hopes to keep sectional tournament going 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — While the state 
will move toward implementing 
a statewide tournament in the 
fall of 2021, at least one section 
plans to attempt to have its own 


tournament. 


rector of Agawam High School, 
and a member of the PVIAC 
Board of Directors, said his 
board is going to pursue options 
to hold a similar sectional tour- 
nament for most sports. 

Lou Conte, a former athlet- 
ic director at Agawam, and the 
PVIAC’s Executive Secretary, 
said the PVIAC is working on 


The Pioneer Valley Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Conference, 
the governing body of the sports 
played by schools in Western 


gathering as much information 
as possible to propose what a 


tournament would look like. 


Massachusetts, has confirmed it 
will seek to have its own tourna- 
ment, likely to be built into the 


regular season. 


“We have experience having 
tournaments,’ said Conte. “We 
do one for indoor track, outdoor 
track, and cross country. But 
we have not done them with 


David Stratton, athletic di- 


the team sports. We would have 
to see how the logistics would 
work out.” 

Among the more popular 
tournaments are fall tourna- 
ments for soccer and the winter 
tournament for basketball to 
name Western Mass. champi- 
ons in those respective sports. 
Stratton believes the region still 
deserves to have a tournament. 

“The tournament has always 
been important to the schools, 
and to the kids,’ said Stratton. 
“Our board would like to see 
us have a sectional tournament 
still. 

Many schools in Western 


and Central Massachusetts op- 
posed the statewide tournament 
proposal in a vote taken on Feb. 
28 at Assabet Valley Techni- 
cal High School. The vote saw 
more than 330 schools partici- 
pate, with the majority deciding 
to go with a statewide tourna- 
ment. More than 100 votes went 
against the proposal, meaning 
some Eastern Massachusetts 
schools voted against it, some 
feeling the proposal needed 
more time to develop. 

Conte said there are a lot 
of logistics that will need to be 
worked out if Western Mass. 


Please see PVIAC, page 9 


Early golf season derailed by coronavirus closures 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Sports have be- 
come non-existent since the 
coronavirus took over daily life 
in Massachusetts and the entire 
country. 

But for a while, there was one 
sport many people could turn to: 
golf. 

Golf could have been a beau- 
tiful activity given that it lends it- 
self to social distancing and does 
not involve too many people in 


the same place at the same time. 
But social distancing was 
not enough, and Gov. Charlie 
Baker closed all non-essential 
businesses and issued the stay- 
at-home advisory, which is now 
extended until May 4. 
Unfortunately for some golf 
courses, they had to close up 
shop after it appeared an early 
spring was going to allow for 
people to get some rounds in. 
Cold Spring Country Club 
in Belchertown opened up on 
March 9. David Wright said the 


course opened and remained 
open for a couple of weeks. But 
the non-essential business clo- 
sure made by Baker cut the early 
season short and Wright said the 
course has been closed on March 
20. 

“A small maintenance crew 
will be starting part time on 
Monday, April 6 and will be do- 
ing just the minimum to keep the 
course in shape,” said Wright. 
“We also took out all the tees 
and markers and placed a sign 
up saying the course is closed.” 


Unlike the issues that have 
had Springfield Mayor Dominic 
Sarno publicly chiding people 
for using golf courses in Spring- 
field, places like Cold Spring and 
Chicopee Country Club have not 
had issues with intruders using 
the course on their own. 

Since the non-essential busi- 
ness closure, the Alliance of 
Massachusetts Golf Organiza- 
tions negotiated with the gover- 
nor to at least allow courses to 
begin maintaining the courses. 
The maintenance factor is cru- 


cial, otherwise courses run the 
risk that the courses will not be 
ready at the moment the order is 
lifted. 

Mike O’Neill, representing 
Chicopee Country Club, said he 
was very pleased with the ability 
to keep the course up. 

“Being allowed to contin- 
ue maintenance during those 
temporary closures ensures the 
course will be ready for oper- 
ations in the near future,’ said 


Please see GOLF, page 9 





Page 16 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Registrations piling in for 
start of Modified season 


SEEKONK — The COVID-19 
pandemic may have delayed the 
start of the Tri Track Open Mod- 
ified Series season, but the list of 
entered drivers and car owners for 
2020 continues to grow just over a 
month before the drop of the first 
scheduled green flag. 

For those who haven’t seen, 
the start of the season has been de- 
layed until May 9 at Monadnock 
Speedway -- but that date is fluid, 
depending on how the pandemic 
develops. As of this writing, the en- 
tire schedule remains in place, with 
Monadnock on May 9 and Clare- 
mont Speedway on May 24th open- 
ing the season. 

“We’re still on target for May 
9 as of now,” Wayne Darling, one of 
two Managing Partner’s for the Tri 
Track Open Modified Series, said. 
“Our registrations are growing daily 
— with some stout talent lined up to 
compete for a large purse. We also 
want to remind everyone about the 
Pepsi Challenge, which will pay 
heat race winners in 2020.” 

A former series champi- 
on and countless winners are on the 
current entry list -- one filled with 


Valley Wheel Baseball 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the upcoming 2020 
season. The league is seeking players ages 28 and 
up. Players turning 28 this year are eligible. Howev- 
er, only players 30 and older can pitch. The league 
plays 15 regular season games with games being held 
mostly on Sundays with a couple of weekday games 
thrown in the mix as well as a special Mother’s Day 
Saturday game in early May. However, due to the 
current circumstances, the league schedule has been 
pushed back. The league still plans to play its season 
once bans on gatherings are lifted. The league is built 
on comradery, fair play, and having a good time with 
friends. If interested in trying out, go to www.valley- 
wheelbaseball.com. The rules of the league and new 
player forms can be found on the site. For further in- 
formation, you can contact the league’s commission- 
er, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or call him at 
(413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be taking place in the 


talent from top to bottom. Defend- 
ing series champion Ronnie Wil- 
liams is looking to repeat in 2020, 
with car owner Gary Casella, as 
the combination comes back fired 
up and ready for more. They were 
able to visit Victory Lane at See- 
konk Speedway last year as part 
of the $10,000 to win Open Wheel 
Wednesday before earning their 
crown. 

Ron Silk and Chase Dowling, 
two drivers who earned victories 
last year, are both back with the 
same team. Silk teams with Bob 
Horn, as Dowling teams with Jim- 
my Paige. The NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour is also well repre- 
sented. 

Matt Swanson, who drives for 
the historic Boehler Racing on the 
tour, will drive for Larry Westgate 
in a car prepared by Boehler Rac- 
ing, carrying the famed “Ole Blue’ 
colors. Woody Pitkat, who is back 
teaming with Stan Mertz, returns to 
wheel the No. 6, while former NA- 
SCAR Modified Tour Rookie of the 
year Calvin Carroll returns to Tri 
Track for another round. 

On the veteran front, Kirk Al- 


Facebook. 


early weeks of April, weather permitting, with a draft 


following the tryouts. 


exander, Les Hinckley and Tommy 
Barrett are coming back. 

Weekly SK Modified racers 
from Stafford Speedway set to com- 
pete with Tri Track in 2020 include 
Matt Galko and Andrew Molleur, 
one of many upcoming Modified 
stars. Mike Willis, who earned his 
first Tri Track win last year at his 
home track of Claremont, is com- 
ing back, this time with car owner 
Cam McDermott. Rising stars Ryan 
Doucette, Dylan Izzo, Brian Robie 
and Derek Robbie are also on the 
list. 

Additional entries include 
Jim Gavek, Andrew Charron, Carl 
Medeiros Jr., Matt Kimball and 
Austin Kochenash. Look for car 
owner Rick Kluth to unload a car 
with a new number, No. 44, with a 
driver TBA. 

For more information on the 
Tri Track Open Modified Series, 
follow the series on the web at tr- 
itrackmodifieds.com and on social 
media, including Facebook and 
Instagram. Any additional updates 
regarding the schedule will be re- 
leased when available. 


Sign-ups ongoing for 
Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Base- 
ball League is seeking new players for 2020 season. 
The league has six teams, several with open roster 
spots. Last year, the league voted to allow players 
age 28 and 29 to be able to join the league, though 
players under 30 are not eligible to pitch. The cost of 
the league this season is $192. For returning players, 
sign-ups are extended through May 1. New players 
can also sign up through this date with the draft cur- 
rently set for May 2. The league hopes to begin play 
in early June. The season is 15 regular season games 
plus at least one playoff game. A modified schedule 
is being worked on by league officials. Games are 
nine innings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats 
are allowed. Fields locations are throughout West- 
ern Mass. For more information on the league, or if 
you are interested in registering, go to https://www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The league is also in 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call 253-3330 ext. 100 
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PVIAC from page 1 


tournaments are to be continued under the PVIAC um- 
brella. Among the many logistics to be considered will 
be how to fund the tournaments. The MIAA helps fund 
the current tournaments, which include staffing the neu- 
tral sites and paying for some venues. One thing working 
for the PVIAC would be more flexibility in where games 
could be held. 

Western Massachusetts would also have to consider 
dropping regular season games in order to find time to 
hold the tournament. Because the statewide tournaments 
will be a 32-team bracket, it will be five to six rounds. 
The sixth round will be a preliminary phases to get 
.500-qualifying teams an opportunity to make the round 
OF 32, 

Current sectional tournaments are typically played 
over the course of two weeks, with the semifinals and 
finals of a state tournament between the sectional cham- 
pions occurring in a third week. All three of those weeks 
would likely be needed to play new state tournament for- 
mat, so Stratton said it was likely a week or more would 
have to be removed from the end of the regular season in 
order to fit in a sectional tournament. This would lower 
the number of regular season games played by Western 
Mass. schools, and could hurt those schools’ chances for 
higher seeds in a state tournament. Fewer games played 
could result in fewer opportunities for wins, which plays 
into the MaxPreps formula, which will be used to deter- 
mine state tournament seeds. 

While there is a hold on meetings regarding a section- 
al tournament during the coronavirus pandemic, the sub- 
ject will continue to be discussed in the coming months. 


GOLF from page 1 


O’Neill. “We all share the same goal of returning to 
recreational normalcy, when clubs can welcome golfers 
back to the tee.” 

O’ Neill encourages people to heed the advice of state 
and federal officials to maintain social distancing. 

“We ask that the people in the Massachusetts golf 
community work through this together in a respectful and 
responsible way by following the protocols of the CDC, 
WHO, and local health officials,’ said O’ Neill. 


MIAA from page 1 


A few other votes took place at the March 30 meet- 
ing, which was held by teleconference, much like the last 
few meetings of the MIAA BOD. The board is still re- 
quiring seven days from the first day of practice before 
games can be played. This means that no actual contests 
can take place before May 11. 

Under the rules set up at the March 24 board meeting, 
schools will play between eight and 12 actual contests. 
This will be the case for baseball, softball, boys and girls 
lacrosse, tennis, and boys volleyball. To qualify for tour- 
nament, a team must have at least eight contests. There 
are typically between 16 and 20 contests for most sports, 
though tennis sometimes ranges between 14 and 20 con- 
tests for an individual school. 

The new cutoff date for regular season contests will 
be June 12 with seeding occurring on June 13. Tourna- 
ments would begin on June 15. 

Additionally, the board tasked the Tournament Man- 
agement Committee, which has been working closely 
with the Board of Directors, with coming up with a tour- 
nament structure to be submitted to the board for April 9. 

A future board meeting has not been scheduled, but 
board meetings have been called each time new guidance 
has been put out by the state government. 

Current CDC guidelines and federal advisories limit 
interaction to groups of no more than 10 people. It is 
possible, depending on how rigorously the guidelines are 
relaxed, that athletes are able to play sports the remain- 
der of the spring, but they could have to do so without 
any crowds present. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue's relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 


should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please 
email twitkop@turley.com. 
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Max Cares Foundation extends 
scholarship deadline 


HARTFORD, Conn. — Max Cares 
Foundation Inc. announced a deadline 
extension for the charitable organiza- 
tion’s scholarships for students looking 
to attend or who currently attend a culi- 
nary arts or hospitality school. 

The application is available online at 
www.maxcaresfoundation.org/scholar- 
ships. The deadline for application, orig- 
inally announced for April 1, has been 
extended to May 1, 2020. 

Up to $20,000 in scholarships are 
awarded annually, double the amount 
provided last year. The maximum schol- 
arship grant also doubled to $5,000 over 
previous scholarships. In 2019, four 
students from the Greater Hartford and 


Greater Springfield communities were 
provided scholarships. 

Applicants must be a Greater Hart- 
ford or Greater Springfield high school 
senior in good standing, eligible for 
graduation the same year as the schol- 
arship application and seeking to earn 
a secondary degree in Culinary Arts or 
Hospitality oriented program. Students 
may also be currently enrolled in a sec- 
ondary culinary arts or hospitality-ori- 
ented program. Previous MCF scholar- 
ship recipients who are continuing their 
education are able to reapply. 

The application and additional in- 
formation can be found online at www. 
maxcaresfoundation.org/scholarships. 


Rotary extends annual scholarship deadline 


WILBRAHAM -— Students residing 
in Hampden or Wilbraham may now 
apply for scholarships through the Wil- 
braham-Hampden Rotary Club. A total 
of nine scholarships in the amount of 
$1,500 each will be available to quali- 
fying students. 

Applications for the scholarships are 
now available from the guidance depart- 


Eversource suspends disconnections, 


ments of Minnechaug Regional High 
School, Wilbraham & Monson Acade- 
my and Pope Francis High School. The 
deadline for completed applications 1s 
April 15. For more information contact 
Scholarship Committee Chairman Brad 
Sperry at 413-537-4171 or email bsper- 
ry8869 @charter.net. 


late fees during pandemic 


BOSTON — With the COVID-19 pan- 
demic continuing to evolve, utility com- 
pany Eversource is reassuring customers 
that the energy company is prepared to 
continue providing safe, reliable energy 
while also safeguarding the health and 
well-being of employees and the commu- 
nities it serves. 

As part of this commitment, the com- 
pany announced that during the outbreak 
of the new coronavirus, it has suspended 
all customer disconnections for non-pay- 
ment, waived late fees, began offering a 
flexible payment plan for past due bills, 
and is offering additional energy-saving 
tips to reduce energy consumption while 
folks are at home. 

“As a member of the communities 
we serve across New England, we’re 
here to support our customers through 
this unprecedented time, while also safe- 
guarding the health and well-being of our 
employees,” said Eversource Chairman, 
President and CEO Jim Judge. “Whether 
it’s our hospitals providing critical care 
to patients, students learning remotely, or 
people working from home, we’re taking 
every possible step to ensure that our cus- 
tomers have the energy they need during 
this challenging period.” 
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Press Club scholarship applications 


due April 17 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley Press 
Club will award up to six $1,000 schol- 
arships to high school seniors in Western 
Massachusetts and northern Connecticut 
pursuing a career in journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning ca- 
reers in print, online or broadcast journal- 
ism. 
The Republican Scholarship, funded 
by The Republican newspaper and admin- 
istered by the club, is for students living 
within the newspaper’s circulation area 
who are planning careers in print journal- 
ism. 
The 22News Scholarship, funded by 
WWLP-22News and administered by the 
club, is for students planning careers in 
broadcast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of 
a chief photographer for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students planning ca- 
reers in photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, editor and au- 


thor, is for students who are underrepre- 
sented, in the Springfield area, planning 
careers in journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded by 
Mr. Jaffe, the Valley Press Club’s first 
scholarship recipient in 1964, who retired 
in 2015 as vice president of talent negotia- 
tion and production recruitment at ESPN, 
is for students planning careers in broad- 
cast journalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 
and overall achievement as measured by 
an applicant’s high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and 
extracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are avail- 
able at www. ValleyPressClub.com, high 
school guidance offices, or by emailing 
NTassinari @ TheBigE.com. 

Applications may be sent by mail to 
Noreen Tassinari, VPC Scholarship Chair, 
Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memori- 
al Ave., West Springfield, MA 01089 or 
electronically to NTassinar1@TheBigE. 
com. The deadline for submissions is 
April 17. 


Governor issues travel guidance; 
extends state tax deadline 


HOLE 


. PET GROOMING ~ 
~ We Groom both Dogs & Cats! ~ 


10% Senior Discount 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 


413.222.8875 


While as many Eversource employees 
as possible are working from home, for 
those jobs that can’t be done remotely the 
energy company has taken a wide variety 
of steps to ensure their safety. Eversource 
has reconfigured desk arrangements to 
create appropriate social space for em- 
ployees and has enhanced cleaning and 
sanitation procedures at all facilities and 
in all vehicles. 

Eversource field crews will continue 
working on projects to ensure continued 
reliability for all customers including hos- 
pitals, nursing homes and grocery stores. 
Field employees will report directly to 
job sites whenever possible, ensuring 
fast response to emergencies while limit- 
ing group interactions at company work 
centers. All work and appointments that 
require a technician to enter a home or 
come in close contact with others have 
been suspended, except for critical work 
to ensure the safety and reliability of the 
system. 

For more information on Eversource’s 
preparedness efforts and response to 
COVID-19, including FAQs for custom- 
ers, ways to save, and more visit Ever- 
source.com. 


BARD 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Ad- 
ministration recently announced new 
COVID-19 public health emergency re- 
sponses issuing new guidelines on travel 
and transportation, and offering further 
support for health care professionals and 
patients. 

Gov. Charlie Baker, Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito, Senate President Karen Spilka 
and House Speaker Robert DeLeo also 
announced an agreement to extend the 
2019 state individual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from April 15 to 
July 15, matching the July 15 deadline 
for filing federal individual income taxes. 

Beginning March 27, all travelers 


arriving to Massachusetts are instruct- 
ed to self-quarantine for 14 days. This 
guidance will be displayed as posters at 
service plazas along Interstate 90 east- 
bound, distributed as flyers at major 
transportation hubs and on posted on 
highway message boards. Visitors are in- 
structed not to travel to Massachusetts if 
they are displaying symptoms. 

Health care workers, public health 
workers, public safety workers, transpor- 
tation workers and designated essential 
workers are exempt from this require- 
ment. 

For more information, visit mass.gov. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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Keeping Your Pet 
Happy and Healthy 


J HAMPDEN 


Veterinary Clinic 


— 


Penny M Peck, DVM « Carolina Joos, DVM 


Laura Cyran, DVM e Maryanne Mack, DVM 


Krystle Schultz, DVM 


you saw their 
ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden Times 


Introducing PARK-N-CALL. 
You park ... we come out and get your pet. 
Still here keeping your pet healthy and everyone safe 
during this time of coronavirus concerns. 
28 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 
413-566-2455 e hampdenvet@yahoo.com 





Open by Appointment Only 


106 Brimfield Road 
Monson, MA 


Michelle Lagimoniere 
Owner/Groomer 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be 
$245.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 10 miles. 

Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


457-1917 
MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 


ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844- 
892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 





UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 
Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Stay Healthy 

Stay Safe 

God Bless 

(413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 
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BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 





os 
N= Suburban al 
1 1 J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Base7ea0 | =e Pass2700| 22 eerree| =a a 0.00 os Residential Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
Circulation: small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
; 59,000 brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
nasgrica | 26 peeeriag| 27 | 28 sees} | Hilltowns iereisesiet 
Circulation: 9,800 MASONRY 
Base Price | 30 Base Pie BasePrice| 32 "2001 Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE STOP WET 
Base Price | 34 Base Price] 35 Base Price} 36 Base Price for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 Sti 
in S0e fr each adltional word BASEMENTS 
Base Price} 38 Base Price} 39 Base Price} 4Q Base Price . WATERPROOFING 
en em ig 3600) or add $15 to run in All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
ALL THREE ZONES. way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
; ; repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
INEITIGS cose se OI First ZONE base price =. ition wos tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
$ estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
Peres Add asecond ZONE _“10.00 _ my ad in the 1611, (413)374-5377 
TOW 8 eee o_o Add a third ZONE $5.00 at 
ne uabdbin 
Number of Weeks: _ _ _ __ -X perweekrate=$ _ Subtotal PLUMBING 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LI VISA 1 Discover Ld Cash Ld Check# x Number of Weeks GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
7 aa & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
OY He TOTAL Enclosed _ — Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
Amount of charge: Date: installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 


ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 





















FINANCIAL SERVICES 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 










Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


RS Tel: 413-289-0058 
ae Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 


kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/ 5) o1 alte) aim Fb.erslalemm mi latclaleitcl mets) alaleists 
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Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





Buying? Selling? 
Our ae = 
Classifieds 





Get Results! § 7 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An |{RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 
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SS FA 327 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


ISA 
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IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Reg. Prices 


~ To All New Clients ! 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a public meeting on Monday, 
April 13, 2020 at 7:15 PM at 
the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield St, 
Wilbraham, MA on the 
Notice of Intent filed by 
Christopher Pandolfi under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw 
that includes the construction 
of an in-ground swimming 
pool. Construction of the pro- 
posed pool will be within the 


Chairman 
4/09/2020 


WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


The Wilbraham Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a public meeting on Monday, 
April 13, 2020 at 7:05 PM at 
the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield St, 
Wilbraham, MA on the 


Request for Determination of 
Applicability filed by CSX 
Transportation, Inc. under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands By-Law. 
This Request is to determine 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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AND REPAIRABLE 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 
Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @ comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 








FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1ST & 2ND FL APT 3 
rooms, stove & refrigerator, Parking. 
No pets. ist, last. 413-433-1856 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 






FOR RENT 


=) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 













CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


MONDAY 


HILLTOW NS 
AT NOON 





PUBLIC NOTICES & 


the boundaries of Wetland 
Resource Areas within their 
right-of-way thru Wilbraham 
for Vegetation Management 
Plan to control vegetation on 
the railroad to ensure the safe 
passage of trains. 


Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Commission. 

Christopher Brown 
Chairman 
4/09/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 

mS 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS f 
j 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Buffer Zone of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands and Inner 
Riparian. The property is 
located at 6 Westwood Drive. 
Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 
Christopher Brown 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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BUSINESS AS USUAL (almost) 


We are using virtual Go to: DeschampsRealtyTeam.com for 
meetings with sellers FREE: LOCAL MARKET REPORTS: 
and 3D tours of listings. FREE: HOME DOWNSIZING INFO PACK 


Using our strengths of —_ FREE: Buyer Guides, Seller Guides, 


Innovation and Energy, Market Stats, Digital Hugs 
| we're still listing and (I'm still working on this one) 


selling homes! lf this doesn’t take you to the right place 

Let’s get everything please call 41 eo0 ese and | ll make sure 
you get what you’re looking for. 

ready to go live, so 


there’s no lag time 
RealLiving 


when it’s Go Time! 
Professionals 








Deschamps Realty Team: 
Where Energy and 
Innovation 
meet Kindness and 
Compassion. 








Deschamps Realty Team 


PUT OUR ENERGY AND INNOVATION TO WORK FOR YOU TODAY! 
413-530-8356 or email: deb@deschampsrealtyteam.com 
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/DeschampsRealtyTeam/ 
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